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13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 
14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.  
 
15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. 
And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.  
 
16a Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be 
healed.  
 
16b The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.  
 
17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, 
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, 
and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.  
 
19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him 
back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his 
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
We have just found a passage that will help us live to be over 200 years old… or have we?  
Let’s take a closer look.  Do you remember how this letter began? 
 
Read James 1:2-8. 
 
As James continued this letter he wrote about the problems Christians can experience when we 
have an unhealthy desire to get more money. 
 
Read James 1:13-15; 2:1-4, 14-17; 3:6, 13-15; 4:1-4, 13-14; 5:1-4, 7-9. 
 
Throughout this letter James has written pointedly about the temptations Christians can 
succumb to over money.  And then we come to our passage today, beginning in verse 13.  We 
read about suffering, prayer, sickness, anointing with oil, healing, confession of sins, and 
bringing back a sinner from his wandering.  If we are reading this correctly then James had 
completed his words about money in 5:12, and his closing comments were just friendly closing 
words to his readers.  But why did he bring up sickness?  This is the first time he has mentioned 
anything like this in his letter. 
 
From a personal standpoint I have a distinct question.  Several times in my life I have been 
called upon to bring the elders of the church, go to a sick person, anoint them with oil, and pray 
for their healing.  But… not one has ever been healed!  Did we not have enough faith?  Were 
those who were sick asking for healing from wrong motives?  Had they not confessed their sins 
adequately?  Were we so out of touch with what God was doing that we prayed for something 
outside of His will?  Did we use the wrong kind of oil (olive oil)? 
 



And then I got thinking.  Is this a way around Psalm 90:9-10 that spells out a life span of 70 or 
80 years?  It may be a problem with translation here.  Allow me present a different 
understanding of these verses. 
 
Our word “sick” appears in both verse 14 and 15.  These are the same English words, but are 
really two different words in the original text. 
 
There are six words for “sick” in the New Testament (New American Standard).  The common 
word is found in verse 14.  The word for “sick” in verse 15 is translated that way only here in the 
New Testament. 
 
Let’s first look at the one in verse 14.  It can clearly mean physical sickness (John 4:46; Luke 
4:40).  But the basic meaning of this word is not “sick” but “weak”.  Here are some other places 
this word is used (Romans 8:26; Hebrews 4:15). 
 
Now let’s look at the second word for “sick” in verse 15.  This word literally means “weary”.  
Here is a place where it is translated that way (Hebrews 12:3).  Both of the words translated 
“sick” may instead be referring to a weakness or weariness of soul instead of a physical illness. 
 
Now, look at the word “save” in verse 15.  That same word is used in verse 20 with the idea of 
“rescue”.  It is also used in 1:21 with a similar meaning (read 1:19-21).  Instead of being saved 
from a physical illness this could easily refer to being rescued from a weakness or weariness of 
soul. 
 
We have to look at one more word, “healed” in James 5:16.  This word often refers to the 
physical healing from an illness, but at other times is does not. 
 
ESV Matthew 13:15 For this people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely 
hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their 
ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.' 
 
This is a reference to Isaiah 6:10. 
 
ESV 1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
 
This is a reference to Isaiah 53:5. 
 
Both of these references are to a healing of soul, not a healing of body. 
 
Here’s the upshot.  The two words translated “sick”, the word translated “save”, and the word 
translated “healed” can all refer to the rescue, the healing from a weakness and a weariness of 
soul.  When James wrote in 5:13 “Is anyone among you suffering?” this could easily be a 
reference to the trials he mentioned in 1:2. 
 
Now, go back and read James 5:13-20 again from this perspective.  Read the first word for 
“sick” as “weak” and the second word for “sick” as weary.  And also read the words “save” as 
“rescue”.  It fits!  James 5:13-20, seen in this light, is a continuation and the conclusion of 
James’ whole letter. 
 
Read James 5:13-20 again.  It fits! 


